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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 .1 DE-U-20300306 (D1 ) discloses, with reference to fig. 4, a covering for arranging on a 
ground surface, in particular a floor, comprising: 

- at least two parallel form-retaining covering parts (1 , 2) which are mutually 
connected along adjacent side edges and which have a backing side (27) directed 
toward the ground surface and a visual side (26) remote there from, wherein the 
two side edges take a step-like form with an inner and an outer edge segment 
such that the first covering part (1) has a protruding backing side (32) and the 
second covering part (2) has an overhanging visual side (36), 

- which covering parts (1 ,2) are provided with co-acting coupling elements (33,38) 
placed along the side edges, wherein the coupling element (33) of the first 
covering part (31) is a groove which is formed in the protruding backing side and 
at least open to the visual side, and the coupling element of the second covering 
part (2) forms tongue extending from the overhanging visual side at least to the 
ground surface, which groove and tongue each have an at least partly curved 
profile, and wherein the groove undercuts the inner edge segment of the first 
covering part and the tongue protrudes beyond the outer edge segment of the 
second covering part, 

- wherein each covering part is constructed from a relatively thick base layer 
forming the backing side and, connected thereto, a top layer (28) forming the 
visual side (26), and the coupling elements are formed in the base layer, wherein 
the groove and the tongue each form profiles complementary (see fig. 4) to each 
other whereby a form-fitting connection between the covering parts can be 
realised. 

1 .2 The subject-matter of claim 1 therefore differs from this known covering in that 1) the 
undercut of the groove and the part of the tongue protruding beyond the edge each 
have an at least partly chamfered profile and 2) wherein the outer edge segment of 
the first covering part and the inner edge segment of the second covering part define 
a gap in the mutually connected position of the covering parts. 
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The use of a chamfered profile 1) and a gap 2) at the underside of the covering is 
suggested in DE-U-20010913. The chamfered profile is however used in order to 
improve the connection between the two covering parts, where the connection is 
improved by a cooperation of the surfaces 8 and 10 (cf. fig. 2) and not in order to 
facilitate the production process. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new and inventive (Article 33(1) PCT). 
A similar reasoning applies mutatis mutandis for independent claim 9 (covering part 
for use in a covering as claimed in claims 2 and 5). 

1 .3 Since the covering according to claim 1 is new and inventive, the method claim for 
mutually connecting the covering parts is also considered to be new and inventive 
(Article 33(1) PCT) 

2. Claims 2-8, 10, 12 and 13 are dependent on either independent claims 1 , 9 or 1 1 and 
as such meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of novelty and/or inventive step. 

3. Present claims 1 -1 3 are considered to be industrially applicable and therefore meet 
the criteria of Article 33(4) PCT. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 2) (EKKIanuary 2004) 



10/567289 

14*12 Bec'dPCT/PTQ 03 FEB 2006 



10 



15 



20 



25 



fctemarional application PCT/ NLZ004/000541 
enclosure id letter dated 3 Decanter 2XXJS 

Hew ol el mi 

1. covering (2) for arranging on a ground surface 
(1) , in particular a floor, comprising: 

at least two parallel form-retaining covering parts 
(4) which are mutually connected along adjacent side edgee^ 
(5r 6) and which have a backing side (13) directed toward the 
^oun* euxf.ee <i, and a viouel side (14) remote ^° £ *°"' 
wherein the two side edges (5,6) take a step-like form with 
an inner (51, 6i) and an outer (5o,6o) edge segmant such that 
the first covering part (4) has a- protruding backing side 
(13) and the second covering part (4) has an overhanging 

visual side (14) . 

whi ch covering parts («> are provide* with co-acting 

coupling elements (9,10) placed along the side edges (5,6). 
wherein the coupling element (9) of the first 
,4) is a groove which is formed in the protruding back3 ^ 
side (13) ana at least open to the visual side (14), end the 
coupling element (lO) of the second covering part («) *orms 
tongue extending from the overhanging visual side (14) at 
least to the ground surface (1), which groove (9) and tongue^ 
(10) each have an at least partly curved profile, and wherein 
the groove (9) undercuts the inner edge segment (Si) of the 
first covering part (4) and the tongue (10) protrudes beyond 
the outer edge segment <6o) of the second covering part (4), 
wherein the undercut (21) of the groove (9) and the 
part (22) of the tongue (10) protruding beyond the edge (6o) 
each have an at least partly chamfered profile, and wherein 
the outer edge seomemt (So) of the first covering part (4) 
and the inner edge segment (6i) of the second covering part 
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(4) define a gap (24) in the mutually connected position of 

the covering parts (4) , 

wherein each covering part (4) is constructed from a 
relatively thick base layer (15) forming the backing side 
5 ano, connected thereto, a top layer (16) forming the v^ual 
aide (14), and the coupling elements (9,10,11,12) arc* formed 
in The base layer (15), characterised in that the groove (9) 
and the tongue (10) each form proxies complementary to each 
other whereby a form-fitting connection between the covering 
10 parte (4) can bo raaliaed. . 

2. Covering (2) as claimed in claim 1, chaxaeteri»ed 
±a that the inner edge segment (51) of the first coverxng 
part (4) and the outer edge segment (6o) of the second 
covering part (4) run substantially transversely of die 

15 visual side (14) of the relevant covering part (4). 

3. Covering (2) as claimed in claim 1 or 2, 
in that the at least partly curved profile 



fo rms a segment of a circle. 

4. covering (2) as claimed in any of the foregoing 
20 claims, charoctorixed in that a chamfered surface (23) is 

defined between the visual side (14) and the side edge (S, 6) 
of at least one of the covering parts (4) . 

5. covering (2) as claimed in any of the foregoing 
claims, oha.aotexi.ed in that each covering part (4) has two 

25 parallel step-like side edges (5,6), the one (5) of which is 
embodied with the protruding backing side (13) with 
(9), and the other (6) with the overhanging visual side (14) 

with tongue (10) . feexiased. 

6. Covering (2) as claimed in olaim 5, chaxae 

30 in the* each covering part (4) has two mutually parallel end 
edges (7,8) which enclose an angle with the side edges (5,6) 
and which are provided with secondary coupling elements 
(11,12). 
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7. covering <2, as claimed In claim t. cMxactertsed 
to the two and edges (7,8) alao tah. a step-Ilk- form 

auch that the on. covering part (4) has a protruding backing 
aide ,13, and the other coding part «4, has an ~-*£>£ 
visual side ,14), the- secondary coupling element (11) ef^ t 
on. covering part (4, is a rec~s form*, on the top of the 
protruding becking side (13). and the secondary coupling 
clement (13) of tn« otnar coveting part (4) 
formed under the overhanging visual side (14). 

8. covering (2) as claimed in any of the foregoing 
claims, a-reet^**. in that the top layer,!*, Is termed 
from a high-grade type of .cod. end ^^TZ^ - 
least 1 en. preferably at least 2.5 mm 

che order of 4 mm. 
15 9. covering pert for use In a covering (2 as 

ol.i~d in olei-a 1 »d S. aid covering part (4) ^having a 
baching side (13) to be directed toward a ground »«**»~ «" 
^ a visual side (14) remote therefrom, said covering part 
,4, further having two parallel -ide edges -hich each 

20 take a etep-llh. form with an inner ,51.61, and an out« 
(So, SO, edge segment auch that the covering part 4V ha 
protruding baching side ,13, .Ion, a fir.t one «M O^the 
aide edgee ,3,6, and an o~rhangin, viaual s ld . ,14) ^ 

coupling elements ,3.10) placed along the -^^^ 
edges (5,6). wherein the coupling clement (9) along 
alL edge ,»> is a groove which 1- ro~»d in the P-trud^ 
baching side ,13, and at least op~ to the visual aide (1 « . 
30 and rhe coupling element ,10, .long the second side • 
forms a tongue extending from th. overhanging visual side 
,14, at least to the ground surface («. which groove (9) and 
tongue (10) each have an at least partly curved profile, and 
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wherein the groove O) undercut the inner edge segment (5i) 
of the first side edge (5) and the tongue (10) protrudes 
beyond the outer edge segment (60) of the second side edge 
(6>, and said covering part (4) being constructed from a 
5 relatively thlcK base layer (15) forming the backing side 
and, conneoted thereto, a top layer (16) forming the visual 
Side (14), the couplin* elements (9,10,11,12) being formed in 
the base layer (15), wherein tne undercut: (21) of the groove, 

(9) and the part (22) of the tongue (10) protruding beyond 
10 the edge (60, each nave an at least partly chamfered profile, 

and wherein the outer edge segment (50) of the first side 
edge (3) and the inner edge segment (6i) of the eeeond side^ 
edge (6) are dimensioned such as to define a gap (2-) in the 
mutually connected position of two of these covering parts 

15 d»W9toriwd A* that the groove (9) and the tongue 

(10) each form profiles complementary to each other whereby a 
form-fitting connection between two of these covering parts 

(A) can ha realized. 

10. Covering part (4) as claimed in olaim 9, 
cbaraotarlBed in that the top layer (16) is formed from a 
high-quality material, in particular a high-grade type of 
wood, and has a thickness of at least 1 mm, preferably at 
least 2.5 mm and most preferably in tne order of 4 «m- 

11. Method for mutually connecting at least two 
covering parts (4) as claimed in claim 9 or 10, at least one 

(4) of which is already arranged on a ground surface (1) , 

comprising the steps or: 

a) orienting a side edge (6) of the second covering 
part (4) for connecting to the first, already arranged 
covering part (4) substantially parallel to a free side edge 

(5) of the first covering part (4), 
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M moving the second covering <«> «■ • 

th . ground eurf.ce (1) to tfc. .Ida edge (S) of the 

first covering part 14). _ , M 

c) rotating tne second covering port <«) a™ 

d) placing the tongue (10) or the seconu 
part (4) at an angle Into the groove <*> of the first 

covering part (4), and ^«„« the 

e) with forming of the connection, lowering the 
second coverina Part C4> onto the ground surface CD by 
rotating it in the opposite direction. ^ ^ 

12. Method as claimed in claim 11. efcareo 

r after connection chereof the second covering part (4) 
displaced parallel to the aide edge (5,6) relative to the 

15 rirst covering part ( 4 ) . 

13. Method as claimed in claim 11 or 12, 

^^rea in «~* after the *^-*-*?~^L, 
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parts (4) have been mutually connected a third covering part 
Z i* arranged in line with the .second covering part (4) 
20 whist'third covers part W is attached ^ - - _ 
side edge (6) thereof to the first covering part 4 . 
end edge (8) thereof to the second covering part t«> 
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